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Sometimes words aren’t enough to convey emotions. The reason I say this, is that to simply say “Thank You” to all the 
corporations, businesses and individuals who provided support to The Trumansburg Robot Raiders, just doesn’t sum up 
the gratitude that we feel. We were able to accomplish so much in this year and it wouldn’t have been possible without 
your assistance. Perhaps the best way to express our thanks is to share what we have learned in our journey over the 
past year with your gracious support: 
   

Grace under Pressure - FIRST Robotics believes in Cooperation & Competition. FIRST even created a new word to 
express this, Coopertition. Believe us, the competition is intense! Our team was able to handle the intense pressure of 
being ranked the #1 team in the Fingerlakes Regional event at RIT and advance to the finals. We also learned how to lose 
gracefully as we lost in the finals by only 3 points. But our performance still earned us a trip to the World Championship. 
   

Teamwork - The process of FIRST Robotics involves lots of members doing lots of different things from building and 
programming the robot, creating the website, marketing and fundraising. It also involves game strategy, driving the 
robot, planning the travel, and scouting other teams at competitions. As you can see, the tasks run the gamut. And lots 
of people with lots of different skill sets were involved from students, teachers, mentors, parents and community 
members.   
   

Building a “Thing” - So much of school involves sitting at a desk, reading and taking notes. The ability to build something 
was awesome. Our robot was something we designed and fabricated from the scratch, it is not a “kit”.  We took stock 
pieces of metal, commercially available electronics and control system components and designed and built a 120 pound 
6 foot tall robot. The joy and excitement that came from this experience far exceeded normal classroom experiences! 
   

Incremental Improvement - One of the important attributes employers are looking from their employees is to be 
“problem solvers.” Boy oh boy did we learn this! When the Robotics “game” was introduced in early January, and with 
only six weeks to devise and build a solution, we had to immediately become problem solvers.  And for us, the problem 
solving continued into the competition season as we worked to improve our strategy and robots functionality at each 
event.  We improved every day of every event and also improved from one event to the next.  We never rested on the 
day’s results and kept trying to devise better and more effective solutions and strategies. One of the things that we are 
most proud of is our constant increment improvement over the course of the year! 
    

Travel & Exposure to International Teams - In addition to off-season events in New York and New Jersey, we’ve traveled 
to the World Championships in St Louis to complete with 600 teams from around the world. We also traveled to Indiana, 
for the Indiana Robotics Invitational (IRI).  At IRI we were invited alongside the best 60 teams in the world! Yes, our 
second year team from T-Burg, was invited to the premiere off-season event that included the best of the best in FIRST. 
Traveling and competing was a wonderful experience for the team. As one member, Kevin Griswold said “I can’t even 
describe the feeling of being in St Louis; so many bright minds in one place. Everyone was so helpful and I felt like I was 
constantly learning new things that I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to learn at home.” 
 

New Friends and Mentors - Another of the tenets of FIRST Robotics is “Gracious Professionalism” which as FIRST 
describes, “Gracious professionals learn and compete like crazy, but treat one another with respect and kindness in the 
process.” As a part of this culture, we have struck up special relationships with many regional teams - Team 20 in Albany; 
Team 1511 in Rochester, and of course Team 639 in Ithaca. One of the greatest successes of the season was meeting 
and getting the opportunity to work with FIRST alum that are now freshman and sophomores in college. We had six 
FIRST alum that traveled with the team and served as mentors at our competition in Indiana. They brought so much 
experience and relate-ability to our students, given their close age, providing another unique experience for our team.   
  

Thank you again for all of your support! Please see our full 2015 Season Recap on the team website.  Also, please follow 
our progress on Facebook. For any questions or to arrange a team visit please contact our teams lead mentor Roy 
Westwater at tburgrobotraiders@gmail.com.   

Thank You,  
FIRST Team 5254 The Trumansburg Robot Raiders 



 
 


